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The effect of the direction of the reading and writing of the language on the

spacialized representation of the notion of time

Benaissa Larhboneh Bertrand Troadee
Fagubty of Letters and Humanitiés Department of Psyehology
har Bl Mehraz: Linjversity of Toulouse-Le Miraid
Fer, Muomogeo Toulairse, Frince
Abstract

Thiz paper deals with space representation of the concept of time on the hasis of two levels: (0
providing a theovetical framevoork to the notion of time as being purely theoretical as in physics, or as
being & cognitive process that allows one to represent it mentally and concretely through evoking spoce
metaphors, the effect te coltursl variation and thai of the langeage writing amd reading divection on
such o representution; (61 @ feld work siody that highlights the way Bnguage writing and  reading
direction aflects spoce representation of the notion of time among a sample of Arabic-French bilingnals
wha can read and write the two langeages: Arabic (from right to left) and French {from left o rightl;
the Tocns s on haw these hilinpuals represent the concept of time space-wise, either through a wreitben
text or through a representative deawing,
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