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The non-computational brand of cognitivism is based on the
premise that performances, including those of children, are generated
by mental models or representations, i.e.. “internal” resources. The
sociocultural approach, on the other hand. regards context, i.e., an
“external " resource, as the chief means of elaborating knowledge. The
results of empirical research on how Moroccan children develop their
understanding of the shape and properties of the Earth highlight some
of the limitations not only of the representationalist paradigm but also
of the more “radical” socioculturalist approach. They show that, while
the sociocultural context does indeed play a vital role in the
development of understanding, the latier in turn helps to increase
children’s autonomy of mind.

Introduction

In their introduction to a special issue of Human Development on sociocultural or “situated”
approaches to cognitive development, Giyoo Hatano and James Wertsch (2001) state that, until
relatively recently, most research on cognition was focused on “symbol manipulation within the
individual, ignoring the surrounding sociocultural context™ (p. 77). According to these authors, a
person’s mind, together with the way he or she develops and functions, is determined mainly by
his or her interactions with other individuals, as well as by the use of cultural artifacts in the
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